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President's Corner
Ken Roth

As I begin to write this we are just a day away
from the start of the fall season. With the very
dry weather of late the forecast is for a very
good leaf turning season. Already I have
noticed many of my trees with empty branches.

Our fall sale to members and at the Botanical Gardens of Asheville is
now past and our future endeavors will all be at the horticulture center
as we ready our plants for the coming winter. You’ll hear from Ted
Faber about our work days. Please plan on coming out for at least
one. It is the best way to spend quality time getting to know both older
and newer members.
“I do some of my best thinking while pulling weeds.”
Martha Smith

Enjoy the change of seasons
Ken

www.mensgardenclubofasheville.org

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mens-Garden-Club-ofAsheville/147346425328933

The Last Board of Directors Meeting was held on September 7,
2015

Anyone who would like to read the minutes of
this past board meeting should contact the
Secretary, Ray Carter,
at MGCminutes@mail.com

Any member who wishes to attend the board meetings is welcome.
The next Board meeting will be Monday, October 12, 2015

Member News
Gerry Hardesty

We have five new members this
month. Their pictures along with a
brief bio appear below. Please take time at the next meeting to meet
and get to know these new members who are so essential to the
continuation of our club.

On the left is Francisco Troconis: Francisco is
Director of quality assurance and compliance
for a company located in Miami. Technology
allows him to do this from home. He
move here from Miami in June of this year
after some seven years of dreaming of living in
Asheville. Hiking, art collecting and cooking ore
some of his hobbies. His email is
ftroconiscrombie@gmail.com Ray Carter is his
sponsor.

On the right is Kurt Wooten: Kurt grew up
in Haywood County, moved from the area for
20 years and returned to Asheville in 2011.He
works for Biltmore Estate and is a Visual
Designer for some area High School Bands. A
garden from a young age, plans to do vegetable
gardening and hopes to acquire a green house
in the future. His
email woocan@me.com Nate Dow is his
sponsor

On the left is Thomas Pitts: Thomas was born
and spent most of his life in the Chicago area,
but moved to Asheville in 2006. He has been a
carpenter/craftsman for 33years and self
employed for the last 15 years. Unusual plants,
like cacti and succulents, are of special
interest. His email
is Thomas@ThomasPitts.com
his sponsor

Ray Carter is

On the right is Sam Brady: Samuel grew up in Illinois on a farm and
also started a small landscaping
business, where first got his hands in the
soil. He received a B.S. Degree in Biology from
U. of Illinois and managed a greenhouse while
in school. Relocation to Asheville happened in
July of this year where he is currently employed
and working on a Masters in psychology.
His email is
sjbrady25@gmail.com

Ray Carter is his

sponsor.

On the left is Gary Culbertson: Gary has
worked in the Human Resources field for many
years and currently is in transition after moving
to Asheville from Miami three months ago. His
gardening interests are herbs and
ornamentals. His email is gary_culbertson@hotmail.com

Ray Carter

is his sponsor.

In order to keep The Men’s Garden Club of Asheville an active and
vibrant organization, we need to regularly bring in new members. One
way to do this is to let your friends and neighbors know how great
MGCA is and not deprive them of the opportunity to be a part of
it. So, dust off that application form and go talk to them.

Contact Gerry if you need a new member application or have

questions about joining the Club. 2993315 or gerry327@charter.net

Members' Gardens

On left is Gerry Hardesty's garden
On right is Ralph Lambert's garden

Please send Louis or Ralph pictures of your garden or one you like
of any size, from any time or season.

Name That Flower
If you have any flowers you want to nominate for the "mystery flower of
the month" please send them to Ralph Lambert

At the Spring flower
sale, Ray Carter bought
a six-pack of marigolds.
They all came out as
expected except this
one. It's about six feet
tall and has a small,
marigold-like flower. Can anyone identify it?

Garden tips for September
Fall is the time to work on your lawn in WNC,

The fescues and bluegrasses that perform best here are cool-season
grasses. This is the time to fertilize, reseed or do a
completerenovation.Where to Start?A soil test is key! Our lawns often
need lime to compensate for our very acid soils and, unlike many areas
of NC, may need other nutrients, as well as nitrogen, to thrive.

Aeration is also an important part of
lawn maintenance because our
predominately clay soils are often
compacted. Using a core aerator will
pull out small plugs of turf to help break
up the soil without damaging the lawn.

Cores will quickly break down and be reincorporated into the turf.
Beware of aerating where you have an underground irrigation system;
you may damage lines close to the surface.

Evaluate your lawn care practices. Too much watering or fertilizing may
make your lawn susceptible to fungal diseases. Even a properly
irrigated and fertilized lawn may fail because of improper mowing. If you
maintain your lawn shorter than 2 ½ to 3 inches tall, or mow off more
than a third of its height during any mowing, weeds are likely to reign.
Eliminating established perennial weeds might require repeated pulling
and digging. If you use an herbicide, choose one labeled for broadleaf
weeds. Broad-spectrum products will kill your lawn, too.
This is also the time of year to decide if you’re trying to grow turf in
areas better devoted to flowers or other
landscape choices. A sparse lawn may
be due to too much shade or an area
that is too hot and dry. Lawns don’t
belong on steep slopes because of
potential dangers of trying to mow.

Mulch is a good solution for many areas around trees and shrubs. Moss
is one indicator of poor soils that may be a lovely lawn alternative, if
encouraged. Consider developing flowerbeds or a vegetable garden;
you have all winter to plan.

These comments come from the "Buncombe County Master
Gardeners".

http://www.buncombemastergardener.org/

Special Article by Member
Dahlias: Preparation for Winter
By Glenn Bass
Most articles recommend digging dahlias up each winter and replanting
them in spring. That method is time consuming, labor intensive, and
often very challenging to keep tubers alive in cool storage. At my
location in West Asheville, elevation about 2200 feet, zone between 6b
and 7a, I leave my tubers in the beds where they grow all winter. I have
grown 12 to 18 plants every year for eight years, and rarely lose one.

To avoid rotted tubers, ensure soil is
well-drained. Removing most of the
clay and adding compost, ground pine
bark, and sand will promote good
drainage and root and tuber health.
After the first hard freeze, cut and discard all top growth from each plant
down to about two inches above the soil. Keep mulch away from the
root balls for about two weeks to allow the soil to get well chilled and the
roots to begin dormancy. After the soil is chilled, mulch each dahlia root
ball, or even better, the entire bed, with a minimum of a two foot depth
of leaves. They need not be ground up; just dump them out of collected
bags that your neighbors are conveniently providing you with. Avoid a
solid mat of only oak or only ginkgo leaves. A mixture of many varieties
is best; one that allows for a gradual decomposition over a 6-12 month
period, and for air and water to move through the pile.

No watering or fertilizing should be done all winter. Normal cold, rain,

snow, and ice will not damage the roots
significantly. If the leaves are especially
dry and fluffy initially, and might blow
away, a top layer of crossed sticks, a
few flat rocks, permeable cloth or
netting will hold them. After a few rains
they'll stay in place.
Within a week or so of April 1st, green
dahlia shoots will push up through the deteriorated leaf blanket.
Carefully clear the mulch back about 2-3 inches from each cluster of
shoots. Be prepared to recover them slightly if a heavy frost is imminent,
but don't baby them with too much warmth. They must soon begin to
thicken their stems and slow their growth with the cool days and nights.
Slugs will be on the attack and slug bait is critical at this time!

Glenn Bass, glennsgardens@att.net

Announcements, Volunteer Opportunities and Meetings:

At the Horticultural Center
Ted Faber
Activities at the greenhouse are
ongoing and require members’ help. It
takes a village to raise a plant. The one
remaining
workday is Saturday October 2. This is
a big workday and will require lots of

people to help out. We have to prepare the greenhouse and hoop house
plants for winter.

The cover for the hoop house will be put on at a later date. We have fun
from 9am to 11am and get some work done as well. Please join us!!!

All the efforts and sales at the greenhouse go to support our
scholarships and community projects. The days provide an opportunity
to get to know members better, discuss gardening concerns and
experiences. You'll be glad that you came!
Contact Ted Faber at 707-4887 or tedfaber@charter.net with any
questions.

Articles and pictures for the Seed Pod
Every month we ask for more articles from members on topics of
interest to them that might provide insight for other members. Don't
be shy about submitting something - and don't worry about doing it
month after month. If something comes in from someone else, I'll put
that in.

We also would welcome articles written by spouses/partners/significant
others. So please ask the most important person in your life if she/he
would like to contribute an article.
Contact Ralph Lambert r.c.lambert1955@gmail.com for items to be
put in the Seed Pod.

Door Prizes and Special Projects
Len Pardue
Thanks go to the Screen Door for contributing
four handsome gardening books to be used as
door prizes at MGCA monthly meetings. Two
were given to lucky ticket holders in September,
and two were slated to be given away at the October meeting. The
Screen Door is located on Fairview Road, just east of Biltmore Village. It
sells home and garden accessories from more than 100 vendors.
The last time this year we'll give away door-prizes will be at the
November meeting.

Holiday gift-giving time is just around the corner. Our inventory of
MGCA caps, polo-shirts and sweatshirts will be on display and available
for sale at the October, November and December club meetings. Don't
see your size? Tell Len Pardue and he'll see if we can special order the
item you want. Prices range from $12 for caps to $25 for polo shirts with
club logos.

We still have club caps, polo shirts and sweatshirts for sale.
Bigger sizes needed?
A request for a size XXL Men's Garden Club polo shirt prompts this
question: Anybody else out there who wants an XXL shirt? Please email
me (eljeep129@gmail.com) and let me know. I'll follow up with our
supplier and see what our options are. The shirts are short-sleeved
and color is forest green. We have offered a choice between shirts with
the club name printed on the shirt ($20) or with the club logo
instead ($25).
Contact Len Pardue eljeep129@gmail.com (285-2521) to volunteer
for the Special Projects Committee or to buy Club paraphernalia.

The Club's Facebook Page is continually being updated. Notify Louis
Gire if you have something of interest you think should be on Facebook
or Pinterest:
https://www.pinterest.com/ashevillegarden/facebook
The site contains gardening-related pictures
with a small amount of information. If members
have “before and after” pictures of their
gardens, Louis would like to see them to
potentially use on the site (no identification will
be given). Ralph would also like them for the Seed Pod.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mens-Garden-Club-ofAsheville/147346425328933

75th Anniversary project

Although the celebrations at the SmithMcDowell House are a couple of
months back, the celebration goes on.
Among the other things we're doing,
there is need for continued maintenance of the work so many of you
have done or contributed to at the Smith Mc Dowell House among other
sites.

To participate in this work, please contact Bob
Thatcher btman15@att.net (828-667-9563)

The Club meets on the first Tuesday of each month except for the
August picnic and the December awards banquet and special
events. Please mark your calendars in advance and be sure to
respond with your reservation!
Speaker: Tom Mills
Topic: New Zealand Visit of a Gardener and Nature Lover
Tom Mills, a Men’s Garden Club member and past president of the club,
is retired from Los Alamos National Laboratory, where he worked 30
years as a chemical engineer on cryogenic processes and plutonium
and fluorine chemistry. He and his wife Sandy moved to Asheville
because of their love of green things and mountains and for the
adventure of living in the southeastern part of the country. Tom is a
woody plant enthusiast, having planted some 1000 plants and probably
100 species of trees and shrubs on his property at an elevation of 3400
feet.
RSVP: Only for lunch at $11 per person to Dick Powell
at wdpowelldds@yahoo.com or 828-252-2121
The luncheon is held at First Baptist Church in Asheville.
The cost is $11.00 for members and guests.
We gather for conversation and meeting those members whom you've
not met before at 11:30.
Lunch will be served at 12:00 noon.
Announcements will be made during lunch so that the speaker can
begin promptly.

A word about reservations: If you make a reservation for lunch, the

Club pays for it. Thus, it costs the Club $11 for every "no show". Please
tell Ed Smith if you have made a reservation but cannot be at the lunch.
In addition to members and their guests, the general public is invited
both to lunch and to the talk afterward.

CORPORATE MEMBERS
B.B. Barns Landscape Co.
3653 Sweeten Creek Rd.
Arden, NC 28704
Landscape - Hunter Stubbs
828-384-9190
stubbsbb886@bellsouth.net
www.bbbarns.com
Biltmore Farms, Inc.
Development – George Cecil
1 Town Square, Asheville, NC 28803
828-274-2000
1889 White Gate Inn
173 East Chestnut Street
Asheville, NC 28801
Dr. Ralph Coffey
828-253-2553
www.whitegate.net
ralphcoffey48@gmail.com
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