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President's Corner
Ken Roth
Unlike the spring and fall when this club is most active getting
ready for our big selling events the summer is a time to relax and
start enjoying the fruits of our labors after getting our gardens
growing. And right now there is only some maintenance going on
at the horticultural center. That will change as we near the end of
August with the fall plant sale in September.
There are, however, two events coming up in August that we can all look forward to.
James Wade is working on the site and caterer for our annual picnic with an
announcement soon to come. Your seventy fifth anniversary committee is in the final
stages of planning for the dedication event at the Smith-McDowell house. That event will
take place on the afternoon of August 20th. In early July all members will receive an
invitation from the Western North Carolina Historical Association to RSVP their
attendance. This will help the event planning committee arrange for the right amount of
food and beverages. Besides touring the grounds and seeing how it looked in 1900 all
guests will be able to tour the house from 4 to 4:45 pm for free and see: “Bartram’s
Journey; The 1775 Journey of William Bartram to Western North Carolina”.
“There is nothing I like better at the end of a hot summer’s day than taking a short walk
around the garden. You can smell the heat coming up from the earth to meet the cooler
night air.”
Peter Mayle
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mens-Garden-Club-of-Asheville/147346425328933
The Last Board of Directors Meeting was held on June 8, 2015
Anyone who would like to read the minutes of this past board
meeting should contact the Secretary, Ray Carter,
at MGCminutes@mail.com
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Any member wishing to attend board meetings is welcome.
The next Board meeting will be Monday, July 13, 2015
Member News
Gerry Hardesty
We have one new member this month, Randy
Marrs. He's not a native of North Carolina, but he
and his wife Carole have lived in Asheville since
1983--32 years. Randy is retired after a career as Job Coach and
Photojournalist. In addition to gardening/stone work he is
involved in motor sports, music,animal welfare and cooking. His
email is randymarrs48@gmail.com. Denny Frashe' is his
sponsor. Find his picture to the left of this article.

Last month we introduced four new members.Their pictures are below so that you might
better recognize them, say hello and get to know them better: left to right, (1) Roger
Beaumont, (2) Leo Bjorlie (3) Chase Caswell ,and (4) Jeff Wray.

In order to keep The Men’s Garden Club of Asheville an active and vibrant organization,
we need to regularly bring in new members. One way to do this is to let your friends and
neighbors know how great MGCA is and not deprive them of the opportunity to be a part
of it. So, dust off that application form and go talk to them.
Contact Gerry if you need a new member application or have questions about
joining the Club. 299-3315 or gerry327@charter.net

Members' Gardens
This month we're featuring some garden art from the Master Gardeners' gardens
which were on tour the middle of June.
Seeing what others
have done may
give you some ideas
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of your own.

Please send Ralph
Lambert pictures of
your garden or one
you like of any
size, from any time
or season.

Please send pictures of your garden to Louis Gire and Ralph Lambert

If you have any flowers you want to nominate for the "mystery flower" of the month, please
send them to Ralph Lambert

Can you name the flowers below? The first one gets a greenhouse plant.
Last month's flowers
were
buddleia alnifolia on the
left and
rhododendron Girard's
pompom
on the right

Garden tips for July
Annuals, Perennials, and Bulbs

Continue to dead head (remove dead flowers) your annual plants to encourage
continued blooming.
If your annuals have died off, pull them out and add them to the compost pile.
Replant with hardy annuals or perennials, such as Calendulas, daisies or Ajuga.
Get a second bloom from faded annuals by cutting them back by one half their
height, then fertilize them with a liquid 5-10-10 fertilizer.
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Roses will need to be fertilized each month through the summer, but no later than
August
Fertilize container gardens regularly with a liquid all purpose plant food.
Chrysanthemums should be lightly fertilized every two weeks. Discontinue pinching
your mums in mid month so they will develop flower buds for the fall.
To produce the largest Dahlia flowers (especially 'Dinner plate' Dahlias), the main
stems should be kept free of side shoots, allowing only the main terminal bud to
develop. Be sure to provide adequate support to prevent wind damage.
Bearded Iris can be divided and replanted when they have finished blooming.
Discard all shriveled and diseased parts
Verbenas, Euonymus, Pachysandra, and climbing roses are some plants that will
root fairly quickly by layering them into the warm soil.
Sow seeds of Hollyhocks, English Daisies, Foxgloves, Violets, Canterbury Bells,
and Sweet William into the garden now for next year's bloom.
Geranium cuttings may be made in late July to start plants for indoor bloom and for
setting into the garden next spring. You may need to provide supplemental lighting
with fluorescent grow lights for really good winter blooms indoors.
The above comments were condensed from "The Garden Helper"
at http://www.thegardenhelper.com/calendar/july.html

Annual container garden contest for elementary school students
Ed Heidel
The judging for the container gardening contest for schools took place May 11 - 22.
As we said last month out of 29 class entries in the contest this year, there were so many
excellent examples of concept, design and execution that it was very difficult for the
judges to determine winners. A picture of Ms. Wertheim's 2nd grade class at
Claxton Elementary was shown as a Best of show. Below are some other entries that
were awarded.
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Announcements, Volunteer Opportunities and Meetings:

At the Horticultural Center
Ted Faber
We are preparing plants for the fall plant sale and for
members’ ongoing purchases. Activities at the
greenhouse are ongoing and require members’ help. It
takes a village to raise a plant. Remaining workdays
are: July 10, August 7, and October 2. We have fun
from 9am to 11am and get some work done as
well. Please join us!!!
All the efforts and sales at the greenhouse go to support our scholarships and community
projects. The days provide an opportunity to get to know members better, discuss
gardening concerns and experiences. You'll be glad that you came!
Contact Ted Faber at 707-4887 or tedfaber@charter.net with any questions.

Articles and pictures for the Seed Pod
Every month we ask for more articles from members on topics of interest to them that
might provide insight for other members. We also would welcome articles written by
spouses/partners/significant others. So please ask the most important person in your life if
she/he would like to contribute an article.
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Contact Ralph Lambert r.c.lambert1955@gmail.com for items to be put in the Seed Pod.

Door Prizes and Special Projects
Len Pardue
We'll have drawings at the July meeting to give away two door
prizes -- gift cards good at local businesses with plants or
gardening merchandise to offer. But, you must be present to
win... Last month's prizes were donated by Reems Creek Nursery
in Weaverville and Wild Birds Unlimited on Hendersonville Road
in south Asheville.
MGC-A thanks these merchants for their generous support.
We still have club caps, polo shirts and sweatshirts for sale.
Bigger sizes needed?
A request for a size XXL Men's Garden Club polo shirt prompts this question: Anybody
else out there who wants an XXL shirt? Please email me (eljeep129@gmail.com) and let
me know. I'll follow up with our supplier and see what our options are. The shirts are shortsleeved and color is forest green. We have offered a choice between shirts with the club
name printed on the shirt ($20) or with the club logo instead ($25).
Contact Len Pardue eljeep129@gmail.com (285-2521) to volunteer
for the Special Projects Committee or to buy Club paraphernalia.

The Club's Facebook Page is continually being updated. Notify Louis Gire if you have
something of interest you think should be on Facebook or Pinterest:
https://www.pinterest.com/ashevillegarden/facebook
The site contains gardening-related pictures with a small amount
of information. If members have “before and after” pictures of their
gardens, Louis would like to see them to potentially use on the
site (no identification will be given). Ralph would also like them for
the Seed Pod.
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mens-Garden-Club-of-Asheville/147346425328933
75th Anniversary project at the Smith McDowell House
There is still some on-going work at the house. For
questions and to volunteer for work on the garden of
the historic Smith McDowell house restoration, our
Club's 75th anniversary project, please contact Bob
Thatcher btman15@att.net (828-667-9563)
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The rededication ceremony for the house commemorating not only the Olmstead gardens,
but also celebrating our Club's 75th anniversary, will be from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on
August 20. Save the date! The ceremony will include short speeches from representatives
from the Smith McDowell House, MGCA, The American Chestnut Society and possibly
from the Glass Foundation.
Following the guidelines from A-B Tech, there will be light snacks served with wine, beer
and other beverages. To ensure adequate seating and food, please RSVP to Ken Roth.
A regular volunteer at the Smith McDowell House sent us this note:
"Hi! I had to send my thanks for the work you have done at the Smith McDowell House. I
have been a volunteer there for about 15 years and then away for the last two. When I
saw the gardens this past week I was wowed. I have never seen the place look better, and
I know there have been efforts for a long while to pull the plantings into line with the 1900
plan, but it took your help to really pull it off. The effect is wonderful. Thanks to all who
helped out -- Sylvia"

The Club meets on the first Tuesday of each month except for the August picnic
and the December awards banquet and special events. Please mark your calendars
in advance and be sure to respond with your reservation!
Speaker: Jeanine M. Davis, Ph.D.
Topic: Mountain Herbs: Are They for Your Garden?
Jeanine M. Davis, Ph.D., is Associate Professor and Extension Specialist, Dept. of
Horticultural Science, NC State University, stationed at the Mountain Horticultural Crops
Research & Extension Center, Mills River. Dr. Davis does research and outreach focused
on sustainable and organic agriculture, herbs, vegetables, and a wide range of specialty
crops.

RSVP: Only for lunch at $11 per person to Dick Powell at wdpowelldds@yahoo.com or
828-252-2121
The luncheon is held at First Baptist Church in Asheville.
The cost is $11.00 for members and guests.
We gather for conversation and meeting those members whom you've not met before at
11:30. Lunch will be served at 12:00 noon.
Announcements will be made during lunch so that the speaker can begin promptly.
A word about reservations: If you make a reservation for lunch, the Club pays for it.
Thus, it costs the Club $11 for every "no show".
The general public is invited in addition to members and their guests.
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CORPORATE MEMBERS
B.B. Barns Landscape Co.
3653 Sweeten Creek Rd.
Arden, NC 28704
Landscape - Hunter Stubbs
828-384-9190
stubbsbb886@bellsouth.net
www.bbbarns.com
Biltmore Farms, Inc.
Development – George Cecil
1 Town Square, Asheville, NC 28803
828-274-2000
1889 White Gate Inn
173 East Chestnut Street
Asheville, NC 28801
Dr. Ralph Coffey
828-253-2553
www.whitegate.net
ralphcoffey48@gmail.com
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