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President's Corner
Ken Roth
Our three spring selling events are now behind us. As you know,
these selling opportunities, along with our fall sale at the BGA,
help fund your club's activities during the year. Heartfelt thanks
to all of you that made our success possible. Starting with an
awakened greenhouse as members gathered to remove tiny
plugs and place them in 6-packs, small pots and hanging
baskets and ending with the sale in Black Mountain many hands
and many hours contributed to make it all possible.
As I write this our total gross sales have gone over $11,000. It is quite a reason to
celebrate. But the work doesn’t stop there as already preparations are underway for our
fall sales. Smaller plants have been repotted with watering and nurturing to follow.
Bob Thatcher scheduled a planting day at the Smith-McDowell house on May 9th. Wow!
The grounds are really looking great. Thanks to all who came out on that Saturday. Louis
Gire has posted some pictures taken at the BGA sale and from the work day at the SmithMcDowell house on Facebook.
And in this, our seventy fifth year, stay tuned for announcements of more guest speakers
as well as the picnic date and the rededication ceremony at the Smith-McDowell house
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mens-Garden-Club-of-Asheville/147346425328933
The Board of Directors Meeting was held on May 11, 2015
Anyone who would like to read the minutes of this past board
meeting should contact the Secretary, Ray Carter, at
mensgardenclubofasheville@mail.com
Any member who wishes to attend the board meetings is
welcome.
The next Board meeting will be Monday, June 8, 2015
Member News
Gerry Hardesty

June Seed Pod

2 of 9

The following is a bit of information about our four
recent new members. Introduce yourself, welcome
them and get acquainted.
Roger Beaumont grew up in Coral Gables, Florida. He has a degree in education and
worked as a teacher and administrator for 38 years. He retired first to Franklin and
ultimately in Asheville. After several years of traveling, he resettled in south Asheville and
does square foot gardening. Roger’s sponsor is Felix Wendt. His email is
rogerinthenow@gmail.com
Leo Bjorlie and his wife, Carol moved to the Asheville area in June, 2011, from St. Paul,
MN. Both worked in the teaching field. They also enjoy music (cello & bass) and still do in
the Asheville area from Johnson City to Greenville. They live in the Bent Creek area. Fred
Waldkoetter is his sponsor. Leo’s email is: bjorlieleo@yahoo.com
Alexander ”Chase” Caswell, a native of Vermont, recently relocated to Asheville with his
family. Chase has been involved in gardening since childhood. He studied architecture
and landscape architecture at Rhode Island School of Design. He then opened a Design
Studio, specializing in renovating historic houses and gardens for many years. Gerry
Hardesty is his sponsor. Chase’s email is: alexanderccaswell@gmail.com
Jeff Wray recently moved to Hendersonville with his wife Beth from Houston, Texas. He
graduated from Emory and University of Virginia Law School and was a partner in a
international law firm dealing with employment and labor law prior to retirement. Jeff is a
longtime avid gardener, interested in roses, annuals and bulbs. Doug Corkhill is his
sponsor. Jeff's email is tjwray49@gmail.com
In order to keep The Men’s Garden Club of Asheville an active and vibrant organization,
we need to regularly bring in new members. One way to do this is to let your friends and
neighbors know how great MGCA is and not deprive them of the opportunity to be a part
of it. So, dust off that Application Form and go talk to them.
Contact Gerry if you need a new member application or have questions about
joining the Club. 299-3315 or gerry327@charter.net

Members' Gardens
Ralph Lambert's
garden on left

Gerry

June Seed Pod

3 of 9

Hardesty's
garden on right

Seeing what others have done may give you some ideas of your own.
Please send Ralph Lambert pictures of your garden or one you like of any size, from
any time or season.
Special Article by a Member
By Ken Roth
Regarding the National Wildlife Federation: creating a safe habitat for all.
I believe that most of the members of this club have some sort of garden that they attend
to. In doing so we not only provide enjoyment for ourselves but a habitat for wildlife. It is
both proper and fitting that we do so.
Last year a good friend of mine from the Atlanta area showed me a sign in his yard that
came from the National Wildlife Federation. His yard has now been certified as suitable for
wildlife habitat. In visiting that web site I learned a great deal more about the steps that are
taken to have this done. If you are interested in creating a better habitat for wildlife please
take the time to visit. Most of what you’ll read about may be something you are already
doing to some degree. With a little tweaking your garden can be made even more
receptive to bees, butterflies, birds and other animals. Just the removal of harmful
pesticides and insecticides benefits us all. With wildlife under threat as never before, a few
simple steps will help immeasurably.
To learn more go to:
http://www.nwf.org/How-to-Help/Garden-for-Wildlife/Create-a-Habitat.aspx

Plant Sales:
Our Club held its annual Spring Plant Sale on Friday, May 1, and Saturday, May 2, 2015
in conjunction with the Botanical Gardens of Asheville "Days in the Garden" sale. We also
participated once again in the Black Mountain garden sale on May 16. In all, the club
made over $9,800 from these sales. This money will go toward scholarships the club
offers to people studying horticulture at Blue Ridge Community College and Maitland
Community College and who intend to go on to get a four-year degree. It also funds the
plantings at the Lewis Soccer Complex and other beautification sites the Club
maintains around Asheville.
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Can you name the flowers below? The first one gets a greenhouse plant.

Last month's flowers
were
Aesclepia (Milkweed)
on the left and
Helianthus on the right

Garden tips for June
Identifying snakes in your garden
Western North Carolina has many snake species. Only two, the timber rattlesnake and
the copperhead, are poisonous. These two, both pit vipers, have hollow fangs to inject a
large amount of venom into their prey when hunting, but in defensive strikes often release
no venom. A pit viper bite produces one or two puncture wounds, while nonvenomous
snakes‘ small teeth make only horseshoe-shaped scratches.
Pit vipers have small pits on their heads between their eyes and nostrils that serve as
“heat detectors,” to help sense prey. Another identifier is their triangular-shaped head.
Some nonvenomous snakes flatten their heads into a triangular shape when aggravated,
however. Another complicating factor in identifying snakes is that juveniles can look
different from the mature reptile.Rattlers or copperheads have “cat’s eye” pupils, while
nonvenomous snakes have round pupils, but who wants to look a snake in the eye?
Snakes eat many creatures that gardeners don’t want around, including rodents, insects
and smaller snakes. A large resident black snake in a stone wall will help keep the
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chipmunks, moles and voles in check.
So, instead of killing that snake in your garden, consider leaving it alone; 80% of bites
occur when trying to kill or handle a snake. When gardening, be aware. Turn over rocks
with a long handled implement and use a hoe or shovel to check around grasses or
shrubs while working. Keep lawns mowed and weeds under control. There is no need to
be afraid, just be observant.
More information can be found at:
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/gaston/Pests/reptiles/venompix.htm
These comments come from the Buncombe County Master Gardeners' web site.
http://www.buncombemastergardener.org/

Annual container garden contest for elementary school students
Ed Heidel
The judging for the container gardening contest for schools took place May 11 - 22.
Out of 29 class entries in the contest this year, there were so many excellent examples of
concept, design and execution that it was very difficult for the judges to determine winners.
After a lot of thought and hard decisions, here are the top entries: picture of Ms
Wertheim's class
Best in Show - $75.00 cash and a blue ribbon
Ms. Wertheim, 2nd grade,
Claxton Elementary
Ms. Hillier, 3rd grade, Vance Elementary
Ms. Locke, 4th grade, Claxton Elementary
1st Place - $50.00 cash and a red ribbon
Ms. Hawes, 1st grade, Vance elementary
Ms. Phillips, 1st grade, Vance Elementary
Ms. Morris, 2ns grade, Claxton elementary
2nd Place - $25.00 cash and a green ribbon
Mr. Davis, (3-way tie) 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade, Hominy Valley elementary
Ms. Dudley, Kindergarten, Claxton Elementary
Ms. Bruet, Kindergarten, Avery’s Creek
Honorable Mention - yellow ribbon
Ms. Costello, 1st grade, Vance Elementary
Ms. Naisang, 3-5th grade, Fairview Elementary
Ms. Webb, 2 and 4th grade, Candler Elementary
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Announcements, Volunteer Opportunities and Meetings:

At the Horticultural Center
Ted Faber
We are preparing plants for the fall plant sale and for
members’ ongoing purchases. Activities at the
greenhouse are ongoing and require members’ help. It
takes a village to raise a plant. Remaining workdays are:
June 12, July 10, August 7, and October 2. We have
fun from 9am to 11am and get some work done as well.
Please join us!!!
All the efforts and sales at the greenhouse go to
support our scholarships and community projects. The days provide an opportunity to get
to know members better, discuss gardening concerns and experiences. You'll be glad
that you came!
Contact Ted Faber at 707-4887 or tedfaber@charter.net with any questions.

Articles and pictures for the Seed Pod
Every month we ask for more articles from members on topics of interest to them that
might provide insight for other members. We also would welcome articles written by
spouses/partners/significant others. So please ask the most important person in your life if
she/he would like to contribute an article.
Contact Ralph Lambert r.c.lambert1955@gmail.com for items to be put in the Seed Pod.

Door Prizes and Special Projects
Len Pardue
Yep, we'll have a drawing at the June meeting for two door prizes. You might be the lucky
recipient, but you have to come to the lunch to participate. One May winner received a gift
card to Reems Creek Nursery in Weaverville. The other May winner received seed
packets from Eden Brothers at 34 Old Brevard Road. Our thanks to those businesses for
supporting the Men's Garden Club.
There are still some club clothing items for sale.
Contact Len Pardue eljeep129@gmail.com (285-2521) to volunteer
for the Special Projects Committee or to buy Club paraphernalia.
The Club's Facebook Page is continually being updated. Notify Louis Gire if you have
something of interest you think should be on Facebook.
Louis has also set up a Pinterest site: https://www.pinterest.com/ashevillegarden
/facebook
The site contains gardening-related pictures with a small amount
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of information. If members have “before and after” pictures of their
gardens, Louis would like to see them to potentially use on the
site (no identification will be given). Ralph would also like the for
the Seed Pod.
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mens-Garden-Club-of-Asheville/147346425328933
75th Anniversary project at the Smith McDowell
House
The work day on May
9 went very well.
Some pictures are
included below as well
as a "before and after"
picture of the house.
There is ongoing
work at the house, of course. For questions about work on the garden of the historic
Smith McDowell house restoration, our Club's 75th anniversary project, please contact
Bob Thatcher btman15@att.net (828-667-9563)

Work Day on the SmithMcDowell House 75th
anniversary project

A lot of work has been done at the Smith McDowell House as you can see. Compare the
front at left as it is now with the front at right as it was before we started.

The Club meets on the first Tuesday of each month except for the August picnic
and the December awards banquet and special events. Please mark your calendars
in advance and be sure to respond with your reservation!

June 2 meeting:
Speaker: Phyllis Stiles
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Topic: Pollinators, Bees and Bee City USA
Phyllis Stiles is Director, Bee City USA, and her program will concern the Center for
Honeybee Research. The center encourages city leaders to celebrate, and raise
awareness of, the contribution bees and other pollinators make to our world, asserting that
if we reduce pesticide use and plant a diversity of native plants rich in nectar and pollen,
we will help both native bees and honey bees, as well as thousands of other pollinator
species. Bee City USA is actively recruiting other cities to become designees. This work
includes strategic planning, volunteer management, marketing, and educational outreach.

RSVP: Only for lunch at $11 per person to Dick Powell at wdpowelldds@yahoo.com or
828-252-2121
The luncheon is held at First Baptist Church in Asheville.
The cost is $11.00 for members and guests.
We gather for conversation and meeting those members whom you've not met before at
11:30. Lunch will be served at 12:00 noon.
Announcements will be made during lunch so that the speaker can begin promptly.
A word about reservations: If you make a reservation for lunch, the Club pays for it.
Thus, it costs the Club $11 for every "no show".
The general public is invited in addition to members and their guests.

CORPORATE MEMBERS
B.B. Barns Landscape Co.
3653 Sweeten Creek Rd.
Arden, NC 28704
Landscape - Hunter Stubbs
828-384-9190
stubbsbb886@bellsouth.net
www.bbbarns.com
Biltmore Farms, Inc.
Development – George Cecil
1 Town Square, Asheville, NC 28803
828-274-2000
1889 White Gate Inn
173 East Chestnut Street
Asheville, NC 28801
Dr. Ralph Coffey
828-253-2553
www.whitegate.net
ralphcoffey48@gmail.com
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