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From the President
2017 is here - Amazing! “They” said we would not make it
past the year 2000. The Millennium. Disaster may not be just
around the corner. However, it behooves us to work toward
both old and new goals in 2017. One could call this a
“Resolutions” article.
I see several important goals for our Club in 2017: Increase
member participation in the Club’s monthly lunch meetings.
James Wade
To this goal, Ross Jones has volunteered to lead a group of
members in setting up the speaker programs for 2017. The
team has already made good progress toward having quality programs each
month. Our meeting addresses the Club’s goals “education” and “fellowship”.
Increase communications with the Club membership. This goal requires a
delicate balance between too little and too much correspondence. To help with
this need, I plan to send via email a short summary of each Board of Directors’
meeting, starting with a summary planned activities for 2017.
Increase member participation in leadership roles. The Nomination Committee
struggled to find members to serve as Directors for Plant Sales, Beautification
and Communications as well as President-elect. You can assist with an area
without being on the Board, but with a view of taking a more recognized role in
the future. Board of Directors meetings will be simplified to be more effective.
Increase member participation in community service. Working together and
partnering with other groups, we can help provide services that, perhaps, we
have not yet envisioned.
Make the Club more attractive to new members. We will continue to review
all aspects of Club activities and leadership to encourage others to join us.
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January
Garden Chores
Water, Mulch and Protect. Keep
your garden is well mulched to keep
soil temperatures even and protect
roots. Remember that autumn
leaves work fine as mulch. For most
purposes, 2- 4 inches (5-10 cm)
of mulch is plenty. Route any
excess to paths or the compost pile.
Shield Plants From Hungry
Critters. Keeping determined rabits
and deer away isn't easy.
Commercial repellents and strong
smelling homemade 'scent sacks'
(mothballs, smelly soaps) might
help. If not, barriers are probably
needed, either chicken wire cages or
even fencing.
Plant Patrol. Watch out for
'heaving', when your pansies, coral
bells and other plants pop right out
of the ground after cold snaps.
Simply press roots back into their
proper position as soon as you
notice.
Fruit Tree Tip. If you have fruit
trees such as peaches, pears, apples
or plums, spray now with dormant
oils to reduce insect problems later
in the year. However, wait to prune
fruit trees and grapes until later in
the winter, after the worst cold has
passed.
Order Up! Don't just ogle those
catalogs—get that order in! Check
online, there are some wonderful
heirloom and organic seed sources
out there. When you order,
carefully look for things that do
well in our region (especially during
long muggy summers). But be sure
to try three new varieties this
coming year.
Winter Weeds. Most, like henbit
and chickweed, are relatively easy
to pull or hoe while still small. It is
easier now to untangle honeysuckle
vines from leafless shrubs. This is
also a good time to root out
invasive exotics like Autumn olive
(Eleagnus spp.), privet and English
ivy.

January 2017

Membership Renewal
Each current member has been sent by a membership renewal form via
US Mail. Please review the data promptly and return in the provided
envelop. It is important that you return the slip even if no changes are
necessary. Please include a check for the $25 annual dues.

January Membership Luncheon
Tuesday, January 3, 2017
11:30 am – Gathering
noon - Lunch
12:30 - Announcement
12:35 - Program
James Wade, Club President for 2017
“Men’s Garden Club - Looking Toward 2017”
What is the MGCA and What are we planning for 2017?
1:30 - Adjournment

New Member
Welcome our newest member, Brent D. Russell. In 2010
Brent and his wife, Lee Ann, purchased their house in
Asheville but never moved. Brent continued his career
Hospitality and Development by spending a year in Colorado
on a project, then to Bethesda, Maryland to work on the
grounds and Lodge of a 1912 Canal Gatehouse converted
into a guest house on the Potomac. From there to Australia
for a project and the past three years in Roanoke, VA to finish his career in Senior
Living Operations. They finally arrived in Asheville this year. They hope full
time. Brent enjoys cooking, running with his dog, real estate and all things in the
Garden. Tom Malls is his sponsor.
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