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The warm weather drew me to think about garden tasks for
winter. It is easy to get lulled into a sense that it is winter, no
matter the temperature. But as I walk around the garden, there
are many signs of spring. Too early? Yes! Will we likely have
more very cold weather? Yes! But the bulbs are popping
through and there are some signs of trees trying to bud. Spring
may come early. I have seen reports that with changes in
climate the last frost date has moved to about 7 to 10 days
James Wade
earlier. Planning and preparation should be underway. I, for
one, need to get started.
The MGCA program planning group, lead by Ross Jones, is off to a
great start and has February and March programs signed up. In
February Glenn Palmer, former MGCA member and well known
Buncombe County Master Gardener will provide some insights on
fire-wise gardening and landscaping in a presentation he is calling
“Firewise Two: Lessons from Gatlinburg”. With the continuing
drought in WNC, homeowner need to be aware of those things that
can decrease the chances of property damage in the case of wildfire.
Glenn has worked on this issue for years and will provide a great
program and I know you will enjoy his presentation.
There was a good response to my presentation at the January
meeting, “Looking Toward 2017”. I have shared the presentation
with MGCA members via email and have posted the PDF on the
club’s website.
"I intend to increase communications about substantive issues of the Club.
Communication seems to be an area that we have not kept to the level needed.
Our plan is to do better. Please help us by reading we sent and give use your
feedback."

Want more information on the
Men’s Garden Club of Asheville?

Visit us online at http://mensgardenclubofasheville.org
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February Garden Chores
Extracted from “A Gardening Guide for Our
Mountains”, Buncombe County Cooperative
Extension.
Vegetables
• Turn cover crop under if soil is not too wet.
• Plant asparagus crowns.
• Start seeds indoors for cool-season crops such as
cabbage, broccoli, and cauliflower.
• At the end of the month, begin planting peas, kale
spinach, and onions in the garden.
Fruits
• Plant fruit trees, blueberry bushes, blackberry bushes,
and grapes.
• Prune grapevines.
• Spray dormant oil on fruit trees when temperature is
above 45 degrees and will remain above freezing for
24 hours.
• Do not run fruit trees until March.

Lawns
• Fertilize cool-season lawns.
• Pull or (on warm days) spot treat winter annual weeds.
Check label directions.
And Don't Forget …
• For de-icing near beds and shrubbery use products marked
safe for plants.
• Build raised beds for spring planting.
• Organize garden equipment before it is needed.
• Make necessary repairs and order tools you will need.
Clean out birdhouses. Some songbirds start scouting for
nests sites this month.”
Get a complete copy of this extension publication by calling
the Buncombe County Cooperative Extension Office at 828255-5522. $12.00 by mail or $10.00 if you pick it up.

Ornamentals
• Plant trees and shrubs if the ground is not frozen.
• Prune ornamental shrubs and trees except springblooming shrubs, which are best pruned after they
bloom.
• Prune branches broken by ice and snow.
• Fertilize spring-flowering bulbs as soon as green
growth appears, if not done in autumn.
• Cut back ornamental grasses, liriope, and the dead
top-growth on perennials.

February Membership
Luncheon

CORPORATE MEMBERS

Tuesday, February 7, 2017
11:30 am – Gathering
Noon - Lunch
12:30 - Announcement
12:35 - Program
Glenn Palmer, Extension Master
Gardener
“Firewise Two: Lessons from
Gatlinburg”. Wildfire is a natural
component of our mountain
landscaping environment that
homeowners must learn to deal with.
In the past Glenn has conducted
workshops on designing and
maintaining a fire wise
landscape. During this workshop, he
will build on reality and help us
develop an appropriate answer to the
question, "What now?".

B.B. Barns Landscape Co.
3653 Sweeten Creek Rd. Arden, NC 28704
Landscape - Hunter Stubbs 828-384-9190
stubbsbb886@bellsouth.net www.bbbarns.com
Biltmore Farms, Inc.
Development – George Cecil
1 Town Square
Asheville, NC 28803 828-209-2000
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